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CHAPTER 5
CULTURAL & HISTORIC RESOURCES
I.

INVENTORY AND ANALYSIS

Concord’s history helps to define us as a town, a nation and a people. We as
Concordians have the obligation to protect that history and its context. Our
unique heritage and historic sites draw over a million visitors a year, and
thanks to careful preservation efforts, Concord still remains a uniquely attractive town with a strong sense of place and of history. It is elegant in its
simplicity and almost universal in its appeal. Town-wide property values and
commercial enterprise benefit from the remarkable character of the town.
Despite this fairly successful track record of preservation, Concord is still
challenged on a regular basis by potentially detrimental changes and growth
demands. The town’s attractiveness and unique character can be easily and
inadvertently lost. We citizens are the stewards of Concord and its rich history, and it is therefore incumbent upon us both collectively and as individuals to prevent further erosion of the visible links to Concord's past. If we
drastically alter or tear down historic homes and buildings, destroy their settings, or build on the open farmland that is our cultural heritage, these links
will be forever broken.

Hubbard/French/Abbott House on Sudbury Road
Now at the turn of the century the pressure for development is great, taxes
are rising and fiscal resources are stretched. In short, there is pressure for
the erosion of our historic character. Good planning and appropriate zoning,
combined with thoughtful decision-making and a collective commitment to

87

Chapter 5 – Cultural & Historic Resources
the principles of preservation, can and will make the difference.
preservation must continue to be a high public priority.

Historic

Fortunately the town has a clear record of its historic resources in the “Survey of Historical and Architectural Resources,”85 which is an invaluable inventory of resources needing protection. This document catalogues Concord's
existing cultural, historic and architectural sites. The Survey should serve as
a reference guide by Town boards and committees when making decisions
which affect Concord’s historic resources.
Other important historic protection mechanisms are the five local historic districts (four of which were instituted initially by the Town in 1960 and subsequently updated), administered by the Historic Districts Commission (HDC)
(see Table CH-1). The districts encompass several hundred homes, buildings, and landscapes in and around Concord Center, but do not include all of
Concord Center nor any of West Concord. Efforts to expand the historic districts have at times met with neighborhood opposition, despite the proven
increased property values and neighborhood stability for homes located in a
district. Efforts should be made to provide additional public education about
the benefits of local historic districts.
One possible benefit to the current “teardown and mansionization” phenomenon has been the public recognition of how quickly historic character can be
compromised. The coherence of a streetscape in which buildings from the
same general time period, style of architecture and lot placement create a
whole is a desirable but fragile quality that only the historic districts can adequately protect.
These local historic districts provide the strongest level of historic protection,
since visible structural changes in a district must be reviewed and approved
by the Historic Districts Commission after a public hearing. However, the
settings of these buildings are still vulnerable, and the size and massing of
new homes and additions are difficult to regulate. In addition, the HDC has
at times been at odds with other town boards, groups, and individuals about
community direction and goals. To avoid this difficult position, efforts should
be made to strengthen enforcement through historic zoning.
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Table CH-1. Protection Tools
Level of Protection
Description
Local Historic Districts

National Historic Register
Districts

National Register of Historic Houses and Structures

Demolition Delay Bylaw

5 districts:
•
Barrett Farm
•
American Mile
•
North Bridge—Monument
Square
•
Main Street
•
Hubbardville
3 districts:
•
Minute Man
•
Hubbard-French
•
Monument Sq/Lexington
Rd
•
18 structures (including 5
also registered as National
Historic Landmarks)
•
Sleepy Hollow Cemetery
•
Walden Pond
•
Minute Man National Historic Park (3 locations—
North Bridge, Wayside,
Battle Road
58 historical houses and structures that are not included in
the local historic districts and
that rated high or medium
high priority on the 2000 Survey

Thoreau Birth House on Virginia Road
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Comments
Strongest level of protection; includes several hundred buildings
and other structures,
cemeteries and landscapes
Provides eligibility for
preservation funds
and potential tax
benefits.
•

Structures individually registered.

•

Landmark designation provides eligibility for restoration funds.

Demolition delay provides for a six-month
window of opportunity
to explore alternatives.
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The town's three National Register Districts, all within the local Historic Districts, reflect the historic importance of these areas but provide no further
protection from destruction.
Similarly, National Register and Landmark
status highlight the importance of a particular site and provide eligibility for
federal loans or grants for rehabilitation. However, none of these designations provide protection from demolition or mansionization. Even inclusion in
an historic district does not guarantee protection from demolition or mansionization. Of real concern is the fact that over 40 high priority historic
buildings as defined in the “Historical Resources Masterplan” currently have
no protection. Some form of historic zoning is needed for these and other
vulnerable sites. Zoning tools such as conservancy and overlay districts
should be adopted to provide some protection where historic districts are not
a viable choice, or do not confer sufficient protection.
The Minute Man National Historical Park (MMNHP) is an important component
in the preservation of Concord’s historical assets. Included in its borders is
Concord’s most famous historic attraction--the town-owned North Bridge and
immediate environs. The MMNHP was inaugurated in 1959 and in the last
few years many of its historic structures have been restored and countless
acres of historic farm fields have been reclaimed. Several non-contributing
structures, such as restaurants, a car dealership, an ice cream stand and
modern houses, have been removed. However, increased commercial activity at Hanscom Field threatens the mission of this Park, as well as the quality
of life and environmental context for all of Concord. The Park and the Town
should join together to focus on joint stewardship as protectors of our national heritage resources, and work to contain the threat posed by expanded
commercial aviation operations at Hanscom.
While teardowns within the MMNHP result in an authentic landscape, the
teardowns elsewhere in town are a disturbing trend. Many of Concord's established neighborhoods have been greatly altered and others are at risk of
being altered by mansionization. Of particular concern are those in historically intact neighborhoods, such as the streets surrounding West Concord
Center and the neighborhood of Conantum. All are threatened with the loss
of neighborhood character.
The Demolition Delay Bylaw now in effect in Concord mandates a six-month
waiting period before the designated structures can be torn down or moved.
The short timeframe and limited number of structures covered by the Bylaw
is not sufficient to stem the tide of teardowns. The Demolition Delay Bylaw
needs to be broadened, and zoning changes need to be initiated and adopted
to help prevent the loss of neighborhood integrity.
The cemeteries of Concord are an important visual and cultural reminder of
Concord's past (see Table CH-2). The South and Old Hill burial grounds and
historic Sleepy Hollow Cemetery bracket Concord Center. The Town budgets
annually for restoration of gravestones and historically correct maintenance
practices. The CPW has overseen an extensive cataloguing of the graves for
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the Old Hill and South Burying grounds, which serves as an invaluable resource. This Town initiative is an excellent example of the Town acting as
steward of its historic resources.
Table CH-2. Cemeteries in Concord
Cemetery
Description
Old Hill Burying Ground
South Burying Ground (aka Main Street
Burying Ground)
Sleepy Hollow Cemetery
Saint Bernard’s Cemetery
Smallpox Cemetery
MCI Prison Cemetery
Hosmer Family Plot
Chandler Family Plot
Potter Family Plot

481 marked graves from the year 1635,
on Lexington Road
231 marked graves from the year 1697
From 1823 to present, on Bedford Street
Catholic cemetery on Bedford Street
From 1700s, on Fairhaven Road
212 marked graves on Elm Street
600 Main Street
Barrett’s Mill Road
Fairhaven Road

Melvin Memorial at Sleepy Hollow Cemetery – “Mourning Victory” by Daniel Chester
French

The Town has often stepped up to the plate to rescue or exercise stewardship
over historic resources. Recent examples are the town government's leadership in acquisition of the Thoreau birthplace; its supporting role in the acquisition of Mattison field for conservation; ongoing preservation efforts for the
former Our Lady Help of Christians Church in West Concord; and the rehabilitation of 141 Keyes Road, the Harvey Wheeler Community Center and the
Hunt Gym. At other times, town government has been in conflict with such
proposals, reflecting the fiscal climate of competing interests for limited resources. In some cases, there has not been a shared vision of the preservation values of aesthetics and stewardship of a particular landmark.
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Table CH-3. Town-Owned Historic Sites (Partial List)
Historic Site
Location
Harrington House
Town House
Thoreau Birthplace
Friends of the Performing Arts
in Concord (FOPAC)
Emerson Umbrella

Harrington Avenue
Monument Square
Virginia Road
51 Walden Street
Stow Street

Similarly, historic state-owned property such as the Cuming House and the
Warden's House must be carefully watched or they may be altered or destroyed, as were the “White Ladies” on Commonwealth Avenue. This row of
hundred year old houses formerly used as housing for prison employees was
torn down by the State in the late 1990s. The state-owned Walden Pond is
of particular historic importance and while improvements to it and its environs have been made in the recent past, Concord Officials should continue to
maintain an open dialogue with State Officials to assure its continued protection.
Table CH-4. State-Owned Historic Sites
Walden Pond Reservation
Cuming House
Warden’s House

There is always the threat of degradation in the interest of near-term economic pressure or based on arguable beneficent goals, such as public safety
or access. It would serve us well to be aware that nothing in the interest of
preservation endures permanently, and that pressure to degrade marginally
or in big events will continue to arise periodically.

Old Manse on Monument Street
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Concord's scenic and cultural landscapes are the most ephemeral yet defining
of the town's historic resources. Some, like the farmlands, are easily identified and clearly evoke Concord's farming heritage. The protection of these
agricultural lands is important for several reasons, including their economic
and environmental significance. Numerous acres of farmland have been
saved by the Town, the Land Trust and the Park, but many more remain in
jeopardy. Most have temporary protection under Chapter 61A, but when
they come on the market there may not be the funds or public interest to
purchase them. Of particular import are those agricultural lands which are
visible from major roads or are of sufficient size that they are economically
viable for continued farming. The conflict between preservation and development will require tradeoffs, compromises, partnerships and new zoning
and design solutions. Careful planning, and a basic philosophical and practical commitment to preservation by citizens and public officials are the keys
to solutions that reflect Concord's unique opportunity and obligation to preserve.
Concord's roadways contribute greatly to the town's appeal, but there is also
the potential for road treatments to greatly detract from the attractiveness,
functionality and safety of the town. Our roads remain typically simple and
often narrower than what modern, standardized suburban developments require. They are in scale with their surroundings and fit gently with the landscape. The roadways often date back generations and are gently rolling and
more curving than strictly laid out modern roads. These roadways help to
define Concord as a quintessential New England town. The policies of the
Concord Public Works (CPW) and the town's reaction to the pressure to
widen and straighten will determine the future of our roadways and will have
impacts on traffic, but most significantly on the character of the town itself.
Although the Public Works Commission adopted an informal Roads Policy
Statement in 1994, the CLRPC strongly urges that this policy be formalized
and clarified, and adopted by the Town Manager and Board of Selectmen.
This will provide institutional memory for future Administrations and Boards,
and avoid possible controversy, confusion or misinterpretation.
Near town centers the roads and sidewalks are a unique challenge, since
they often pit aesthetics against the need for pedestrian sidewalks and curbing. Safety concerns and inappropriate parking are cited as the rationale for
more hardscape. Recent construction near Concord Center has seen an increase in paved sidewalks and straight granite curbing, which combined with
wider roadways create a more urban look. Outside of the Historic Districts
there is little to prevent the loss of historic character unless the unofficial
minimalist policy is formally adopted and each neighborhood is allowed to
participate in the planning process from the outset.
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One of Concord’s Most Scenic Roads – Estabrook Road

Since the policies of CPW greatly affect the look and feel of the town, it is
important to review more than just the Roads Policy. Among the other aspects of CPW policy which have an impact on the town are street signs and
street tree replacement.
The proliferation of street signs detracts from the historic and rural nature of
the town. While signs are necessary for safety, they can negatively affect
the historic and rural nature of the town when placed in large and sometimes
unnecessary numbers so as to mar a scenic vista or obscure the facade of an
historic building. Current road and directional signs should be re-evaluated
for their appropriateness and effectiveness, and redundant signs removed.
The placement and type of new signs should be carefully considered, and
when possible, combined on existing sign poles.
Stately old trees that line Concord’s streets are dying. The look and feel of
the town is changing. Under the CPW current tree planting policy, when old
street trees die, the replacement trees are planted away from the street
edge, so as to avoid salt and sand. While this may ensure that a larger percentage of the trees survive to maturity, the canopy of trees that soften village streetscapes evoke our past and reduce the glare and heat from the
pavement will be lost. This fairly recent policy should be reviewed and
changed, and the Town should resume planting trees at or near the street
edge wherever appropriate, but particularly in the Village Centers. It should
be emphasized that we are not proposing that the Town adopt a Scenic
Roads Bylaw, as has been done in many communities. We feel that further
solidification and formalization of current policies of the Public Works Commission is more appropriate for Concord.
The historic house museums are open to the public and draw visitors from
around the world. These museums are under a variety of ownerships and all
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are important to the historic character of the town. They deserve our support in terms of attendance and private fundraising (see Table CH-5).
Traditionally cultural and religious institutions and events play an important
role in the vibrancy and livability of Concord. Our public library is without
equal and is privately owned in a unique arrangement with the town. The
library receives town funding for staffing, book acquisitions, and utility costs,
but depends largely on private donations and grants for capital improvements and facility maintenance. The main library is currently under restoration and expansion, and the special collections, upon its return, will be
housed in a manner suitable to its historic importance. Concord is home to
eight religious institutions that own their own facilities for worship space, and
a number of other religious communities that gather in other buildings for
services. Many of these facilities were built in the latter part of the 19th century or early 20th century, and are of particular historic and architectural significance. Five are located within the historic districts. All of them contribute
significantly to the physical, social and spiritual fabric of the community.

The Former Our Lady Help of Christians Church in West Concord

Table CH-5. Museums and Houses Open to the Public
Concord Museum
Concord Art Association
Emerson House
Orchard House
Old Manse (Trustees of Reservations)
Wayside (MMNHP)

The Town owns two historic buildings leased to non-profit organizations for
the arts. The Concord Players, Concord Orchestra and the Concord Band all
use the former Veterans Building at 51 Walden Street (FOPAC – Friends of
the Performing Arts in Concord), which has recently been nominated for National Register status. The art deco former Emerson School Building on Stow
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Street is leased to the Emerson Umbrella and houses artists' studios and the
Concord Youth Theater. The Town should continue these partnerships and
might assess whether the Town should be even more involved in the arts
(see Table CH-6).
Table CH-6. Cultural Resources and Opportunities
Concord Free Public Library
Emerson Umbrella – Artists Studios and Performing Space
Concord Art Association
Concord Orchestra
Concord Players
Concord Youth Theatre
Town Cow Theatre Group
Four Garden Clubs
Active Performing Arts Programs at Carlisle High
School, Middlesex School and Concord Academy
Book Clubs
Patriots’ Day Parade, Memorial Day Parade,
Veterans’ Day Commemoration, Earth Day
Celebrations, Picnic-in-the-Park on July 4th,
Carol Sing on Christmas Eve, and other seasonal celebrations
West Concord Family Festival

In summation, Concord is a vibrant, culturally stimulating and beautiful place
to live, work and visit. The past historic preservation efforts contribute
greatly to the vibrancy and economic viability of the town and to our quality
of life. Preserving Concord’s historical resources is a challenge to us all
which will require careful planning, cooperation, vigilance, sacrifice and at
times compromise. These efforts should be made not just for now and the
next 20 years, but for all time, to assure that the links to the past will be
strengthened and preserved.
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II. CULTURAL AND HISTORIC RESOURCES CHALLENGES,
OPPORTUNITIES, GOALS & OBJECTIVES
Challenges
•
•
•
•
•

Pressure for development
Lack of public awareness and appreciation of Concord’s historic resources
Competition for public preservation funds
Town, state and federal mandates that don’t address the historic
impacts, such as signage
Possible expansion of commercial aviation at Hanscom Airport

Opportunities
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wealth of historic resources
Town tradition of historic preservation
Historic and National Register Districts
Historical Commission
Concord Museum and Historic House Museums
Minuteman National Historic Park
Availability of Community Preservation Funds
Availability of state and federal preservation funds

Overview:

Concord is blessed with a rich inventory of cultural and historic resources that must be preserved, protected, and maintained for future
generations to enjoy, appreciate, and continue to assume a responsibility of stewardship. These resources include historic, architectural and
archaeological sites; cultural resources; scenic vistas and roadways;
village centers; and farmlands. We are urging all regulatory boards
and committees to utilize the Historic Resources Masterplan as a resource when making decisions about historic properties or sites. We
are also recommending increasing the level of protection for archaeological sites by updating maps, thus heightening the awareness of Town
boards and staff as to the location and importance of these sites.
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GOAL CH-1:
Protect and maintain Concord’s existing historic and cultural resources,86 as well as Native
American archaeological sites and artifacts.
Objective CH-1.1
Use the Historic Resources Masterplan87 as a resource for town bodies
and the interested public prior to any actions affecting historic and cultural resources.
Action CH-1.1.1
Urge all Boards to adopt a policy of reviewing the relevant information
in the Masterplan prior to making decisions which would impact or destroy houses or other structures and historic or scenic areas. This volume contains brief statements about the historic, cultural and/or archaeological significance of 900+ structures in Concord.88
Action CH-1.1.2
Include portions of the Survey data in the Town’s GIS database.
Objective CH-1.2
Protect high priority selected historic sites.
Action CH-1.2.1
Monitor and encourage continued cooperation between the parties involved in the purchase and renovation of the Colonel Barrett farmhouse, in order to protect this highest priority structure. Although the
adjacent farmland is under the control of the School Department, its
historic significance dictates that it remain in agricultural use.
Action CH-1.2.2
Find an appropriate location in Concord for the Ball/Benson house and
barn, which has been dismantled and remains in storage.
Action CH-1.2.3
Encourage and facilitate the restoration and preservation of the Townowned Thoreau Birth House through sale to a non-profit group, and
use of the property for educational purposes centered on the history of
agriculture in Concord.

86

As identified in the Survey of Historical and Architectural Resources of Concord,
MA (rev. 2000).
87
217-page publication of the Concord Historical Commission, Historical Resources
Masterplan of Concord, Massachusetts (2001), hereinafter referred to as Masterplan.
88
When relevant, further information on each site or structure is included in the
Concord Historical Commission’s Survey of Historic and Architectural Resources,
Concord, MA (2000), hereinafter referred to as Survey.
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Action CH-1.2.4
Monitor other “high and medium-high priority” unprotected historical
sites,89 and take steps to protect them as necessary.
Action CH-1.2.5
Use a portion of CPA funds for historic preservation.
Action CH-1.2.6
Work in conjunction with MMNHP and regional groups to monitor and
restrict growth in civil aviation at Hanscom Airport.
Objective CH-1.3
Develop a process to protect archaeological sites, and make it available to the
Building Commissioner, Planning Board, and the Town’s land use regulatory
boards.
Action CH-1.3.1
In conjunction with Concord Historical Commission, update archaeological maps showing probable Native American sites, to be used by
the Building Commissioner, Planning Board, NRC, HDC, ZBA and CHC
to protect sites.90

GOAL CH-2:
Protect and maintain historic and cultural
scenic vistas, including farm land, scenic roadways, stone
walls, road widths, sidewalks, major trees, and village
centers.
Objective CH-2.1
Adopt a clearly defined roads policy and amend Subdivision Regulations to protect scenic quality of Concord’s roadways.
Action CH-2.1.1
Continue to refine a supplement to the 1994 Roads Policy91, working in
conjunction with the CPW, in order to produce and adopt a policy
which balances a road’s historic and scenic appearance with safety
needs and funding reimbursement considerations.
Action CH-2.1.2
Revise the Subdivision Rules and Regulations to incorporate roadway
standards that will contribute to and protect the scenic qualities of
Concord’s roads.

89

See Masterplan, pages 153-157.
These are already in progress, by Archaeologist Shirley Blancke, PhD (see Masterplan, page 201)
91
See Appendix L.
90
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Action CH-2.1.3
Plant and maintain public shade trees along public rights-of-way, so as
to have the greatest possible impact on the appearance, enhancement
and shade of the streetscape.
Objective CH-2.2
Protection of agricultural lands, particularly those that are visible, as part of
Concord’s historic heritage.
Action CH-2.2.1
Seek to protect Concord’s historic farmlands from development
through a variety of means, such as the adoption of a Town Emergency Land Fund (using CPA funds), and/or agricultural preservation
restrictions.
Action CH-2.2.2
Encourage cluster zoning if farmland is sold to developers (see also
LU-1.2).
Action CH-2.2.3
Create an Agricultural Overlay District and Zoning Bylaws to protect
agriculture (see also LU-1.3.1 and ED-1.1.6).
Objective CH-2.3
Identify and preserve key scenic and cultural landscapes.
Action CH-2.3.1
Continue to repair cemeteries, gravestones, memorials, paths, stone
walls, fences, and trees in conjunction with preservationists working
under the auspices of the CPW, Concord Cemetery Commission, Melvin
Memorial Committee, Friends of Sleepy Hollow Cemetery, and
MMNHP.92
Action CH-2.3.2
Investigate the possibility of creating an incentive program for
owners of private property containing an historic or scenic vista,
in exchange for keeping the view visible to the public.

92

Include ongoing restoration of the MMNHP North Bridge area, and re-landscaping
of the surrounding water’s edge.
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GOAL CH-3:
Increase the level of citizen knowledge and responsibility for the Town’s unique history and
historic and cultural resources.
Objective CH-3.1
Increase public outreach, awareness, visibility, and access to information about Concord’s historic and cultural resources, so as to promote
a greater sense of stewardship and likelihood of continued protective
actions.
Action CH-3.1.1
Encourage the local press to print articles about Concord’s unique resources on a regular basis.93
Action CH-3.1.2
Place the "Survey of Historical and Architectural Resources, Revised
2000" and "Historic Resources Master Plan, Revised 2001" on the
Town’s Web Site, in order to allow for greater access to available information.
Action CH-3.1.3
Coordinate the sharing and dissemination of information about
historical events and issues, including increased use of the
Town’s Web Site.
Action CH-3.1.4
Retain and encourage programs at the museums and libraries
that increase residents’ knowledge and appreciation of Concord's history and historical resources, including its extensive
collection of oral histories.
Action CH-3.1.5
Expand the Historical Commission’s charge to include additional
outreach and public education efforts.
Objective CH-3.2
Increase awareness of Native American heritage in Concord.
Action CH-3.2.1
Add display spaces for Native American artifacts in order to increase awareness of Concord’s Native American heritage.

93

Recommendation that these reports be done at least four times per year, and prepared by the Concord Historical Commission, the Town’s Archivist, or others, using
information in the Survey or in the Library’s Special Collections.
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GOAL CH-4:
Protect historic and cultural resources
through regulatory mechanisms and historic designations.
Objective CH-4.1
Expand the Demolition Delay Bylaw to include additional significant
structures listed in the Masterplan and described fully in the Survey.
Action CH-4.1.1
Expand the list of properties covered by the Town’s Demolition
Delay Bylaw, and bring this expanded list to Town Meeting for
approval.94
Objective CH-4.2
Address loss of historic neighborhood characteristics through zoning
regulations which control mansionization.
Action CH-4.2.1
Create zoning bylaws to limit mansionization, using mechanisms outlined in the Taintor report, "Zoning Bylaw Review – Mansionization,"
August 29, 2003.95
Objective CH-4.3
Promote cluster developments that minimize “sprawl.” (See also LU1.2)
Action CH-4.3.1
Create zoning regulations such as "green neighborhoods" concept,96
which protect the following historic and cultural resources:
•
•

settings of historic properties
farmland and other historic scenic vistas described as “pioneer,
farmer, settler archeological area” or “landscape of old farms.”97

Objective CH-4.4
Institute an informal Design Review Subcommittee of the Planning
Board with a strong educational focus, to review design of new construction in historically sensitive areas not presently protected.

94

See pages 216-217 of the Masterplan.
Such mechanisms include floor area to lot area ratio (FAR), maximum height to
setback from lot lines, design review, and site plan review. Historic neighborhoods
are defined by the State Historical Commission as those over 50 years old which
have integrity in building styles or size. Examples of these are Conantum or West
Concord Village.
96
See LU-1.2.4.
97
See pages 153-157 of the Masterplan.
95
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Action CH-4.4.1
Develop criteria for design review of historically sensitive areas.
Objective CH-4.5
Create new historic districts in areas of town that are not already protected.
Action CH-4.5.1
Develop support for acceptance of a local historic district on
Sudbury Road from the Main Library to Thoreau Street.
Action CH 4.5.2
Develop support for acceptance of a local historic district in the
West Concord Village area (especially in the Church Street
area).
Action CH-4.5.3
Develop support for other areas of town where an historic district designation would be beneficial, such as those areas identified in the Masterplan.
Objective CH-4.6
Encourage the creation of neighborhood conservation districts to increase awareness of and preserve such areas as West Concord village
neighborhoods and Conantum.98
Action CH-4.6.1
Initiate outreach to neighbors and seek their support.
Objective CH-4.7
Protect selected sites through Historic Overlay Zoning and National
Register status.
Action CH-4.7.1
Institute Historic Overlay Zoning in the historic districts.99
Action CH-4.7.2
Develop an Historic or Village Overlay Zoning District for historically
sensitive areas that currently lack protection, such as the West Concord Village area.

98

Similar to the oversight role of the White’s Pond Advisory Committee.
This will authorize town enforcement of HDC decisions, without having to seek
costly and time-consuming legal action.

99

103

Chapter 5 – Cultural & Historic Resources
Action CH-4.7.3
Take steps to list Estabrook Woods on the National Register of Historic
Places.
Action CH-4.7.4
Create a National Register District, including the Mill Dam, Main Street
up to Thoreau Street, Thoreau Street to Sudbury Road, and Sudbury
Road back to the Library. Such a listing would provide access to federal funding for businesses, and would provide a focus for homeowners
in this historically significant neighborhood.
Action CH-4.7.5
Create better documentation of the buildings in the Monument SquareLexington Road National Register Historic District. Enlarge this District
up to and including the Grapevine Cottage on Lexington Road.
Action CH-4.7.6
Seek to enlarge the Walden Pond National Historic Landmark designation to include some of the surrounding area.100
Action CH-4.7.7
Take steps to place the Town House on the National Register as an individual building.

GOAL CH-5:
Foster and maintain Concord’s cultural resources.
Objective CH-5.1
Increase Town support for the arts through public-private collaborations.
Action CH-5.1.1
Continue lease arrangements with non-profit arts organizations at 51
Walden and the Emerson School building, and explore other possible
areas of support for the arts.
Action CH-5.1.2
Take steps to place 51 Walden on the National Register.101

100

This effort should include such organizations as the Thoreau Farm Trust, Friends
of Walden Pond, Concord Land Conservation Trust, the Walden Woods Project, state
officials, and municipal officials from Concord and Lincoln.
101
This effort is already in progress, using private funds.
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