Office of the Interim Town Manager

Operational Status Reports & Departmental Updates
For the Week Ending April 8, 2022
Town Manager & General Government
Town Manager’s Office


In December 2021, the Town Manager’s Office provided an update to the Select Board on a nationwide
opioid settlement fund. This is an update to that December update.
The manufacturers and distributors of opioid drugs have agreed to two landmark settlement funds. The
settlement (and litigation leading up to it) is similar in size and scope to the tobacco industry settlement
fund of 1998. There are two funds: (1) a certain distributors fund, whereby they have agreed to pay up to
$21 billion over 18 years, and (2) a Johnson & Johnson fund, whereby they have agreed to pay up to $5
billion over 9 years. The two funds total over $26 billion with $22.7 billion reserved for participating
states and municipalities. The Commonwealth has been awarded $500 million in abatement funds over
18 years to be shared between the Commonwealth and local municipalities. Between local
municipalities, the Municipal Abatement Fund has been allocated based on a public health formula. The
public health formula was based on “federal data on opioid use, overdose deaths, and opioid shipments
to Massachusetts from 2006 – 2016.” The Town of Concord has been allocated 0.175% of the Municipal
Abatement Fund, or $367,867 over 18 years. Boston, Brockton, Fall River, Cambridge, and Worcester
have received some of the highest allocations based on this public health data.
The opioid crisis nationwide has not spared Concord. The Town looks forward to receiving these funds
and working to repair the damage done by the opioid crisis on the Concord community. The Town
Manager’s Office will be working closely with the Health Department on the proper and allowable
expenditure of these funds. More information on this can be accessed on the state website here:
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/frequently-asked-questions-about-statewide-settlements-with-opioiddistributors-and-johnson-johnson#(1)-my-municipality-received-a-notice-in-the-mail-about-two-opioidsettlements.-is-it-real?-

Emergency Services
Police Department:
869 Log entries which included 60 Traffic enforcement/146 Motor vehicle stops, 2 Arrests




Chief O’Connor and Lieutenant Monahan attended the White Pond Advisory Committee meeting on
March 30 and had a good dialogue with the members regarding the upcoming spring and summer
strategy for ensuring safety and how parking issues will be addressed.
On Saturday, April 2 Officers along with Concord Firefighters and State Troopers saluted United States
Marine Corps Captain Ross Reynolds who was killed during a training exercise and was returned to
home to Leominster with a dignified procession from Logan Airport via Route 2.
The missing girl from Carlisle was located on Thursday March 31 in Fall River. Chief O’Connor
expresses thanks to the CCHS staff and Officer Cara Paladino who assisted in the investigation.



Scams are regularly occurring across the country including Concord, the community can learn more
about IRS and other scams https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/tax-scams-consumer-alerts

Fire Department:
Staff Update: at 8:00am on Sunday, March 27, at the end of his shift Firefighter Arthur St. John retired from
the Concord Fire Department. FF St. John served the Town of Concord for over thirty years. He was appointed
to the Fire Department in October of 1990. Prior to that he was a full-time employee of the Public Works
Department and served as a call-firefighter prior to his full-time FD appointment. Arthur was among a small
group of employees who were instrumental in the early days of GIS systems implementation for the town. His
work has provided the fire department with access to critical information and has been instrumental our
preplanning programs.
Call for service: The fire department responded to 73 calls over the previous week. There were no unusual
calls.
Fire Prevention: Fire Prevention conducted fire drills in the public schools this week.
In addition to other activities, a semi-annual inspection was conducted at Trashology, Baker Ave. this week.
Trashology develops products that convert trash into energy.

Public Works


2022 Pavement Markings – Pavement marking of high traffic areas prone to faster deterioration, including
the Patriots’ Day parade route, are anticipated to be performed prior to the parade by Atlantic Pavement
Markings using the remaining funds on their 2021 contract.



Stow Street Parking Lot Improvement – Newport Construction’s remaining work on this project, which
includes reclamation of the existing asphalt, installation of the electrical infrastructure for the future
charging station and lighting upgrades, grading of the area, paving, and pavement markings, is scheduled for
the spring of 2022.



Right of Way/Driveway Permitting – As of April 1, Engineering staff is now accepting, reviewing, and
issuing Right-of-way and Driveway permit applications. Staff continues to utilize the new Full Circle
permitting software to ensure work is reviewed and permitted properly throughout Town departments. Onsite construction inspections continue to be performed to ensure that the private contractors are complying
with the conditions of the ROW permit, which include the Town’s construction standards and procedures.



Safe Routes to School Grant (SRTS) –This grant funds projects that promotes students in grade
kindergarten through eighth grade to take alternative modes of transportation to and from school (i.e.,
walking and biking) by improving pedestrian facilities surrounding schools. On December 1, 2022, a
conceptual design plan and application were submitted for review and potential funding allotment by the
State. MassDOT awarded $15 million to 9 different cities and towns for various pedestrian improvement
projects. Unfortunately, Concord was not awarded grant money for this round of grant disbursement.



Compost Facility: The compost facility re-open to the public on April 2, 2022 and will continue to be open
Saturdays 9:00AM-3:00PM and Wednesdays 3:00PM-6:00PM into the fall season. A 30-yard roll-off
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container is in place at the 755 Walden Street Compost Site for invasive plants such as bittersweet,
buckthorn, garlic mustard, etc.


Athletic Field and Open Space Maintenance – The Highway & Grounds Division has been monitoring
and inspecting open space recreation areas for debris, such as branches, leaves and trash, which is removed
as needed. In March, crews installed the tennis nets and wind screens at Emerson and started preparing
baseball and softball fields for the spring sports season. Infields were dragged, rolled and groomed;
backstops, fence lines and dugouts were also cleaned.

Department of Planning & Land Management
Economic Vitality & Tourism


The Economic Vitality and Tourism Division launched the new
Bike Share this weekend (see photos right).



With the re-opening of the Visitor Center on Friday, April 1,
opening weekend saw nearly 200 people and the 1pm daily tour
ran both Saturday and Sunday.



There are 3 new programs upcoming to the Visitor Center with
Recreational Tours offered through Concord Continuing
Education, Town of Bedford Recreation and Town of Acton Recreation. All are participating in a series of
fitness history walks this spring and all are selling well.

Planning Division


Planning Board meeting of April 5: The Planning Board discussed the proposed Definitive Subdivision
Plan and associated roadway improvements for Sunnyside Lane. The Board determined that a waiver to the
Subdivision Rules & Regulations to allow an 18-foot wide roadway with no sidewalk was appropriate for
this location and allowed for the use of Low Impact Drainage (LID) drainage design along the side of the
road. The public hearing was continued to May 10 to allow the Applicant to submit revised material for
review by Town staff. The Board also continued to July 12 the public hearing on a Definitive Subdivision
for 48Y Fitchburg Turnpike to allow the Applicant time to submit a 6-unit PRD application. The Board
reviewed an application to extend the Residence C District requirements 30 ft. into the Residence B District
to allow the modification of an existing two-family dwelling at 23-25 Lang Street and voted to recommend
that the Zoning Board of Appeals grant the requested special permit. The Board discussed Annual Town
Meeting Warrant Articles 30 to 35 and recommended Affirmative Action on Article 30 to 34 and
recommended No Action on Article 35.



Bruce Freeman Rail Trail Advisory Committee Subcommittee meeting on April 5: The BFRTAC
Subcommittee, focused on possible safety improvements to Junction Park and the Rail Trail, met with Town
staff from Police and Public Works Engineering Division to discuss the 7 conceptual options currently being
reviewed by the committee. Town staff provided feedback on questions that need to be considered and
additional information to be researched as well as providing a basic framework for moving forward.



West Concord Junction Cultural District Committee meeting of April 5: The WCJCDC heard an update
on the Industrial Mural Project, planned to be installed on the building at 30 Beharrell Street, from members
Ed Feather and Carolyn Bottum. The mural and the associated educational information “Industrial History
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in a Box” is planned to be completed by September 2022. The WCJCDC also discussed early planning
efforts for the third annual Porchfest (Save the Date of September 24 th!) having already heard from several
bands that hope to participate.
Health Division


Working on a Guide for Opening Food Establishments: Public Health Inspector Gabrielle White and
Town Planner Elizabeth Hughes presented a draft guide for Opening Food Establishments to the Economic
Vitality Committee at their April 6 meeting. The guide was developed in consultation with the Building
Inspections staff and others to address concerns that the permitting process wasn’t clear or helpful. The hope
is to receive input from local businesses and property owners to finalize the guide for posting and use later
this spring.

Building Inspections Division
 Zoning Board of Appeals meeting of March 24, 2022: At the meeting, the following items were heard and
voted.
o GRANTED a special permit under sections 7.1.3 and 11.6 of the zoning bylaws to demolish to the
foundation the existing 3,051 sq. ft. non-conforming dwelling and reconstruct a 4,260 sq. ft. nonconforming dwelling at 61 Bartlett Hill Road.
o GRANTED a special permit under sections 6.2.13 and 11.6 of the zoning bylaws to construct a 93
sq. ft. dormer which causes the site to exceed the maximum floor area ratio by 66 sq. ft. at 314
Thoreau Street.

Human Services
Senior Services






The COA is now participating in the Town’s compost project and will be composting all components of
our in-person lunches held at the Harvey Wheeler Community Center.
The COA will offer a four-week series entitled “Wellness in Aging” on 4 consecutive Thursdays in May
(5th, 12th, 19th and 26th) from 1pm to 2pm. The series will be led by Geriatric Health Nurse, Valerie
Boggia. This is being offered free of charge, please call to sign up.
Plan to join artist and educator, Susan Borsuk, for a 6-session nature journaling experience beginning on
April 25 from 1:30pm to 3:30pm. Cost is $120. Call the COA for more information.
The Concord Friends of the Aging will sponsor a drive thru lunch on Wednesday, May 11 from 11:00am
to 11:45am. Offered free of charge. Please call to sign up.
Join Delia Kay, Concord’s Director of Natural Resources for a walk at Barrett’s Mill Farm on
Wednesday April 27 at 10:00am. The trail takes approximately 40 minutes. Please call to let us know
that you plan to attend.
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