
 

VOTE YES ON 36 
SO WE CAN BAN WILDLIFE 
KILLING RODENT POISON  
Warrant Article 36 
Please vote YES to pass a Home Rule Petition allowing us to ban a 
specific family of commercially-used rodent poisons in Concord. We 
can join 81 other MA towns in trying to ban these “SGARs”, 
including Arlington, Lexington, Newbury, Newton, and Plymouth. If 
passed, the state must consider allowing us to ban the commercial 
use of these harmful chemicals. Viable alternatives exist and these 
toxins are so dangerous that the Federal Government has already 
banned them for domestic/home purchase/use. Through this 
warrant article we hope to make Concord a safer place for wild 
animals, pets, and people.   

Article 36: Ban Second-
Generation 

Anticoagulant 
Rodenticides (SGARS) 

____ 
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use, but still allowed 
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Widespread collateral 
damage to owls, hawks, 
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children 
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Vote YES, to petition the 
State to allow us to ban 

these toxins 
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Vote Yes on Article 36: Citizen petition to ban SGARs in Concord, MA 
 
To determine whether the Town will authorize the Select Board to petition the General Court 
for special legislation substantially in the form below: 
 
That notwithstanding chapter 132B of the general laws or any other general or special law to 
the contrary, the Town of Concord may by ordinance prohibit the application of second-
generation anticoagulant rodenticides within the Town of Concord, including application of 
such pesticides by licensed commercial applicators as defined in 333 C.M.R. 10.00. except as 
allowed by the Board of Health to remediate a public health condition; this act shall take effect 
upon its passage. 
 
What does this mean? 
 
This article would authorize the Select Board to petition the State Legislature for special 
legislation authorizing the Town to ban the use of second-generation anticoagulant 
rodenticides (“SGARs”) on both public and private property. The use of SGARs presents a 
serious risk to both wildlife and domestic animals in Concord. SGARs are highly toxic, and 
their impact goes far beyond the targeted rodents. Non-target animals including birds of prey, 
wild mammals, pets, and even young children are often unintentionally exposed to these 
poisons through ingestion of poisoned rodents or contaminated carcasses or accidental 
consumption of SGARs themselves. Numerous published scientific studies have found that 
wildlife such as owls, hawks, coyotes, and foxes, which are crucial for controlling rodent 
populations naturally, can suffer fatal consequences when they consume rodents that have 
ingested SGARs. Rodents who have consumed SGARs can often live for several days after 
poisoning, making them easy prey for unsuspecting predators. 
 
There are viable alternatives to SGARs that are both effective and safer for the community. 
For example, Concord Public Works uses the poison “RatX” which does not make its way up 
the food chain. Integrated pest management strategies, such as rodent-proofing buildings, 
maintaining a clean environment, and setting snap traps, also can control rodent populations 
without resorting to dangerous poisons. 
 
In taking the proposed action, the town would encourage the adoption of safer, more 
sustainable practices and align itself with other progressive municipalities across the state 
that are taking action to reduce the harmful effects of these chemicals.  
 
A ban on use of SGARs would send a clear message that we are committed to creating a 
safe and responsible environment for both our people and the animals with whom we share it, 
fostering a healthier, more balanced relationship between humans and the 
natural world. 
 
 
Please vote YES on Article 36. By asking the State to allow us to ban 
these toxins, we take the first step. The owls and hawks and eagles and other 
wild animals will thank you! 
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